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Housing Authority: Boston Housing Authority

Grant #: MA00200012409G

MA002002138/OLD COLONY PHASE I

CFDA: 14.884 - Public Housing Capital Fund Competitive (Recovery Act Funded)

Reporting Year: 2011 Reporting Quarter: 2

Award Amount: $22,196,000.00 Amount Disbursed: $14,786,227.55

% of Project Complete: 50 Expected Project End Date: 2012-01-31 00:0

Development Units Planned: 72 Units Started: 72 Units Completed: 0

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Units planned to receive Energy Efficiency measures: 72

Completed units receiving Energy Efficiency measures: 0

Project Description: BHA is proceeding on two tracks at Old Colony: On one track, BHA applied for 
and received $22,196,000 of federal stimulus funds to begin the 
redevelopment of this public housing site. On the second track, BHA has 
created a master plan for the entire Old Colony site as our intent is to 
redevelop the entire Old Colony site.  Built in 1940, the 845-unit Old Colony 
development is currently the most physically distressed site in the BHA's 
federal portfolio, with aged systems and infrastructure and an annual energy 
and water cost of over $4,000 per unit. The site is an obvious and blighting 
presence in an otherwise attractive and stable neighborhood.  Located near 
public transportation and lively commercial activity, and just a five minute bus 
or subway ride from downtown Boston, residents are nonetheless isolated in 
superblocks of inefficient and obsolete housing that lack thoughtful physical or 
social connection to the neighborhood, jobs and services.  The stimulus funds 
are enabling BHA to redevelop a portion of the Old Colony site into innovative, 
high-efficiency affordable housing for current residents. More specifically, this 
Phase One project entails the demolition of 164 of the existing distressed units 
along Columbia Road and Old Colony Avenue (near the rotary) and the 
construction of 116 new units ( 72 of which will be ACC units) in an attractive 
elevator building for small families, elderly people or people with disabilities 
and some townhouse-style buildings for larger families.  Also included in this 
Phase One portion of the transaction is a new community center space and 
outdoor recreation space, both of which are important to the residents. The 
$22.2 million of stimulus funds are leveraged with $37.2 million of private and 
other public investment (for a total project cost of $59.4 million). For this 
portion of the project, BHA selected Beacon Communities LLC to be the 
developer of the new units and community center. Demolition of the existing 
buildings and units began in September 2010 and was completed within 

Development No/Name:

Project Type: Development of new public housing units

Portion of the grant dedicated to this development: $22,196,000.00
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several weeks. New construction began in December 2010. The first buildings 
in phase one will be completed in October 2011, and all of phase one will be 
completed by early 2012. Our intent is to redevelop the entire Old Colony site 
in accordance with a master plan developed by the BHA and residents over 
many months and approved by the City of Boston in 2010. A key goal of the 
master plan is to create as close to a net-zero energy development as possible.
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